
 

Visit our Website ï www.mecdc.org 
 

Metropolitan Educational Council - Information Technology Center               Spring/Summer 2009 

 
 
 

The MEC-ITC Update 

  
 
   
 

 
 

 
THE DIRECTORôS PERSPECTIVE 

 Bret Longberry              
 
Can you believe how fast this school year has gone by?  It seems just yesterday (actually January 1) 
that I took over as ITC Director and began a new chapter in my professional career.  Prior to coming 
to MEC, I had served for 15 years as the technology coordinator with the Dublin City Schools. During 
that time I learned a great deal about MEC as a customer and now hope to use that experience to 
continue to make customer service the best it can be. 
 
Here is a brief bio on your new ITC Director. I did my undergraduate  
work at Wilmington College graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree  
and certification in Secondary Education.  Following graduation my first job  
was teaching MS Science in the Hamilton City Schools (Butler County).  
Graduate school took me to the University of Dayton where I earned a Masters in Secondary 
Education. After 13 years in the Hamilton City Schools I accepted a position in Dublin and the rest is 
history. 
 
I look forward to continued efforts to meet our customers and hear your concerns.  We are living in 
interesting economic times and at MEC we are taking steps to insure that we can deliver services at a 
competitive rate.  We have a great team here and work hard every day to do what is best for our 
customers. 
 
Have a safe and restful summer! 
 

Bret Longberry 
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ProgressBook 
Diane Flateau 
 
We will soon be at year-end reporting in ProgressBook again!  Wow, this year sure has gone by quick! 
 
A few things to be aware of:  As always, ProgressBook will remain open and online through June 30th.  
We will take it offline in July so that we can start backing up the databases and prepare for the new 
school year.   
 
We will create Class Progress Reports for the year and post these to a website that the ProgressBook 
Coordinator will be able to log on to and download.  If anyone will need anything else from 
ProgressBook beside that, it is up to the teacher or district to take care of that themselves, i.e. running 
a set of final ProgressBook Elementary Report Cards, etc. (which I recommend doing and saving the 
pdf files). 
 
New features in ProgressBook next year will include a parent alert system for missing assignments 
and low assignment marks. 
 
A new ñProgress by Studentò Page will allow teachers to view and update all marks for a student.  It 
will also allow teachers to easily record individual progress for a student instead of creating a class 
assignment. 
 
Teachers will be able to choose a calculation method for each assessment.  This will also be set up 
on the report card.  (Standards-based, elementary PB cards.) 
 
New calculations will be added to support the following grading methods: 

ï Average (by grading period or YTD) 
ï Highest Achieved 
ï Last Achieved 
ï Power Law 

 
A new Standards Based Grid will show all student progress for each assessment and provide easy 
access to each studentôs marks 
 
It sounds like the SSEM name is going to change to just ñSpecial Servicesò or, SpS,  next year.  There 
will be a total transformation on this.  It will be in a Task Model design.  Training will need to be given 
before districts will see this Live.  This will be sometime in August, but a definite date will be decided 
upon later.   
 
All the new IEP forms that ODE has changed will be available in this.  Supplemental forms will 
gradually be updated. 
 
For both ProgressBook and Special Services next year, the end-user will need to have Adobe 9 
installed on their machines.  All pdf files will require this version.   
 
IE 8 will work with both, but it has been recommended that you do not update until later this summer.  
It is still in the testing phases. 
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STUDENT SERVICES 
Ann Cless 
 
DASL Training  
 
The following classes will be offered at MECôs training room in August.  Please RSVP to 
srichardson@mail.mecdc.org or to (614) 473-8300, ext 37.  Include the name of the attendee, the 
school/district, e-mail address and a daytime phone number where the person can be reached. 
 
Elementary Scheduling ï August 6th, 9am ï 3pm 
The first part of the class will be detailed instruction regarding how to do group scheduling at the 
elementary and/or middle school level. 
The second part of the class is an open lab or ñmake it and take itò session.  Attendees may bring 
homeroom lists and teacher schedules.  MEC staff will be present to answer questions and to provide 
guidance in completing the 09/10 schedule.   
 
DASL for New Users ï August 11th 
9am ï noon 

 Getting Started/Navigation 

 Student Registration 

1pm ï 3pm 

 Student Withdrawal 

 Calendar 

 Attendance 

Lockers, Homerooms and Fees Assignment Make and Take Workshop-August 12th, 9am-noon 
or 1pm-3pm 
Users can come to either the morning session or afternoon session.  The first part of the workshop will 
be an overview of assigning lockers, homerooms and fees.  Users can then work on assigning any of 
these items with assistance from MEC student services staff.  Please bring along any materials you 
will need to perform these assignments. 

 
 
 

EMIS Services 
Charla Green 

 
EMIS Redesign 
 
Beginning in FY10, all Ohio districts will begin collecting and submitting all state required EMIS files 
using either the School Interoperability Framework (SIF) standards and infrastructure framework, or 
flat file submissions.  For more information about this technology, visit the SIF Association website at 
http://www.sifinfo.org 
 
The EMIS Redesign for Longitudinal Data (EMIS-R) project focuses on a new vertical reporting 
framework.  This project is no longer in the Performance Period phase, it is now in the testing phase 
and will remain in the testing phase until the contractor meets all pre-Performance Period 
requirements.  

mailto:srichardson@mail.mecdc.org
http://www.sifinfo.org/
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The EMIS Redesign includes the development of SIF agents for eSIS, DASL, USAS, and USPS.   
Because of the automated nature of data collection in the Redesign, the need to correct data errors in 
the source application will continue to be emphasized.  Districts that use these applications will find 
that they spend less time gathering and formatting data for EMIS. 

 

Districts with applications other than those listed above will continue to gather and format data as they 
do today; however, the process and tools will be a bit different.  Beginning with FY10 the EMIS 
screens (both ógreenô screens and EMIS Web) will not be available.  However, the State Software 
Development Team has been asked to provide screens to enter data for the required EMIS records, 
but they will not have the bells and whistles of what districts are currently used to.  They are merely a 
means to enter and edit data and produce the flat files needed to be taken in the new vertical 
reporting structure (via the Data Collector).  ODEôs goal is to move to strictly reporting via the SIF 
framework by FY15. 

 

ODE has a number of resources on its website regarding this project.  District administrative and/or 
EMIS personnel are encouraged to familiarize themselves with information available about this project 
so that you are better prepared for the systemôs implementation for the 2009-2010 reporting year.  
Resources on the ODE website can be found under the EMIS area ï EMIS Redesign.  District EMIS 
Coordinators who report February EMIS data have begun testing the new Data Collector using the 
same data that was reported in the FY09 February EMIS reporting.  Testing of the FY09 June EMIS 
data using the data collector will begin soon.  
 
New EMIS Reporting Period - 09G 
A new EMIS reporting period has been added.  Period 09G is for reporting graduation information on 
students who graduate at the end of the school year through the day before the first day of the 2009-
2010 school year.  Processing dates will be from May 29 thru Nov. 13, 2009.   
 
Data required for this reporting period are:   
                CORE Economics and Financial Literacy requirement met 

    CORE Fine Arts requirement met 
                Exempted from Physical Education Graduation requirement 
                Graduation Date 
                Diploma Type 
                OGT Graduation Alternative 
 
Upcoming Important Dates 
 
May 31st  - All city, local, exempted village, and joint vocational school districts are required to submit 
an updated five-year forecast between April 1st and May 31st of each year. 
 
July 7th - First processing of Period H (financial) EMIS data 
 
July 17th - Last processing of Period N EMIS data  
 
September 25th - Last processing of Period H EMIS data 
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EMIS Help Sessions: 
RSVP to Debbie (dlefever@mail.mecdc.org) required.   
 
June 2                                   EMIS Help Session   9 - 1    Traditional Districts 
June 9                                   EMIS Help Session   9 - 1    Community Schools 
June 16                                 EMIS Help Session   9 - 1    Traditional Districts 
June 23                                 EMIS Help Session   9 - 1    Community Schools 
June 30                                 EMIS Help Session   9 - 1    Traditional Districts 
July 7                                    EMIS Help Session   9 - 1    Community Schools 
July 14                                  EMIS Help Session   9 - 1    Traditional Districts 
 
 

 

INFOhio 

Mary Nemeth 
 

INFOhio Central News 
 
Fees will be increased .10 per ADM to $3.10 for the 2009-2010 school year.  The fee increase 
was necessitated by the State of Ohio cutting the INFOhio Central budget. In order to keep 
automation service at the same level INFOhio central is passing along some of the automation costs 
and access to OCLC World Cat to the ITCs. 
 
Fees for INFOhio Electronic Resources will not be charged for next school year however electronic 
resources that will be provided for next school year has yet to be determined.  Libraries Connect Ohio 
and the consortium of the OhioLINK, INFOhio, and OPLIN are still in the process of determining which 
resources will be available.  As soon as they let us know we will let you know. 
 
SchoolRooms will only be available to districts that are automated with INFOhio and subscribe to 
SchoolRooms at .90 per ADM for next school year.  That service will be administered by INFOhio 
Central who will contract with districts to provide the service and collect the fees for the service. 
 
MEC INFOhio User Meetings 
 
Kickoff meetings for INFOhio Users will be held on August 13th and 17th from 9:00-3:30 here at 
MEC.  The meetings will be identical.  Please register for one of them on our website at 
http://www.mecdc.org/libsvcs.htm. 
 
Our User meetings for next school year have been set up ahead of time so if you need to request 
subs or release time for next year now here are the dates:  September 24, October 29, December 1, 
January 28, February 25, March 25, and April 22.   All meetings will be from 1:00-3:30 here at 
MEC.  There also may be trainings scheduled on particular topics on the mornings of these days 
throughout the year. 
 
Other things for next year 
 
The C-Client Workflows (old Workflows) will no longer work properly after this summer.  Please 
remove the icon from your desktop by right clicking on it and moving it to the trash so that you donôt 
accidentally try to use it. 


